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only be acceptable, becauſe they 
are publiſhed with the defire of be- 
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branch of the profeſſion particular- 
y indebted to him for many im- 
provements, are dedicated, with 
the utmoſt reſpect, 
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THOMAS DENMAN. 
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1 
ON THE 


PUERPERAL FEVER. 


A $S the diſeaſe which is the 


ſubje& of this eſſay, oc- 
caſions the death of much the 
greater part of women who di- 
in childbed, I hope an endeae 
vor to give a more diſtinct ac- 
count of it, and of a method of 
cure which has ſucceeded better 


with me, than any hitherto re- 


commended, will not be unfa- 
vorably received. 

A with to avoid confuſion, 
induces me to enumerate the 
different names, under which me- 
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dical writers have expreſſed their 
ideas of this diſeaſe. Some have 
repreſented it as entirely owing to 
the milk; others“ have termed it 
an inflammation of the uterus, 
and many a ſuppreſſion of the 


lochia. The latter have called 


the diſeaſe by the name of a ſymp- 


tom, and (which makes the error 
of great importance) from this 
improper appellation, have direc- 
ted a method of treatment, which, 


it is to be feared, may often # 


much harm. To chaſe may be 
added another claſs, who — re- 


PouraAv calls i it an cryfipelatoſe 
mation, and gives an account of the extraor- 
dinary good effects of camphire in large 
quantities. But I was informed by a phyſi 
cian, who had converſed with him on this ſub- 
ject, that his opinion was rered with reſpect 
to that medicine. 


Pou rau. . Melanges 45 Chirurg. 
ferred 
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ferred this to the number of hyſ- 
teric diſeaſes | 
Many alterations have been made 
in the method of treating this diſ- 
_ eaſe, with very little improvement, 
from the time of HieyocraTrs ||, to 
theſe days. He adviſes bleeding, 
fomentations, laxative thedicines, 
and emmenagogues. The prac- 


e Primis poſt partum diebus, non bene 
purgata eſt utero : ſed de dolore lumborum, 
torminibus ventris, alvo adſtricta, et ſomno 
per aliquot noctes inquieto, conquerebatur. 
A practico quem in conſilium vocavit, vali- 
diores eſſentiæ ad pellenda lochia fuerunt da- 
tz; et ad alvum aperiendam, uncia dimidia 
falis amari ſedlicenſis in aqua ſimplici ſoluta 
eſt oblata. Inde auctis torminibus, nec fac- 
ta per alvum, nec per uterum excretione, 
converſo ſangvinis verſus ſuperiora motu, de- 
liravit, et accidentibus convulſionibus, cxtinc- 
ta eſt.” : - 

B. | Horru. de Mal. Hyſt. Obſ. 
The want of diſtinguiſhing hyſteric diſ- 
eaſes in a literal and a metaphoricalienſe, ſeems 
to have occaſioned many miſtakes. 


} HipyocrarT. de Morb. Muller. 1 0 
B 2 tice HY 
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tice of giving laxative medicines 
came into diſuſe $; but ſome e- 
minent gentlemen of the preſent 
time have re-eſtabliſhed it, not- 
withſtanding the general preju- 
dice, which had long prevailed 
againſt it, in the diſeaſes of wo- 
men in childbed. 

The caſe ſeems complex; for 
if we conſider that thoſe who 
die of this diſeaſe, always labor 
under a looſeneſs, and that evi- 
dently the moſt untoward ſymp- 
tom, prudence ſeems to require 
that we ſhould guard againſt it 

$ «On defend fir tout les purgatifs, non 


ſeulement dans cette maladie, mais encore 
dans toutes celles, ou la matrice eſt attaquẽe, 
parcequ on, Sc.“ 
Dioxis. Trait des Accouch. 

The author reaſons upon it; but the reverſe | 
holds good in practice. 
1 9 Inflammato utero, cathartica nunquam 
non nocent.“ 


ü Manxincnam, Aph. Med. 
with 
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with the utmoſt circumſpection. 
But if we look upon the looſeneſs 
as an endeavor of nature to car- 
ry off the offending matter, which 
is the cauſe of the diſeaſe, and in- 
dicatory of the proper method of 
cure, we ſhould be inclined to 
think the encouragement" of it, 
the moſt expedient ſtep we could 
take to relieve our patient. 

Experience has confirmed the 
3 reaſoning of thoſe who 
have acted from the latter conſi- 
deration; for greater ſucceſs has 
attended this, than the method 
almoſt univerſally followed before: 
but this diſeaſe is yet very often 
fatal. A preſumption that fre- 
quent practice hath given me an 
opportunity of remarking ſome 
occurrences in this diſeaſe, which 
have not been mentioned, or have 
been overlooked by writers on this 

B 3 ſubject, 
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ſubject, has induced me to offer 
my preſent ſentiments concernin 
it. Jam willing to hope they wi 
be of ſome uſe to thoſe poor wo- 
men who are liable to this diſeaſe, 
and give ſome ſatisfaction to thoſe 


who meet with frequent inſtances 


of it. Though fully ſenſible of 
the ſafety and chen of the me- 
thod propoſed, I am exceedingly 
diffident of the manner in which 
it is introduced, and can only hope 
for the reader's indulgence, by aſ- 
ſuring him that the Acripeion of 
the Tiſeaſe, and the account of 
the effect of the medicines, were 
both taken at the bedfide of the 
fick; which J truſt will appear to 
any ge ntleman who takes the trou- 
ble of comparing this eſſay with 
his own. diary. 

When a woman has been 4eli- 
vered with the greateſt tenderneſs 
and 


„ 


1 
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and ſafety, the accoucheur flatters 
himſelf, that with . prudent ma- 
nagement little danger is to be 
apprehended. In this expectati- 
on he 1s often diſappointed ; for 
ſhe may be afterwards ſeized with 
a rigor, followed by a train of a- 
larming-ſymptoms. She is chiet- 
ly ſubje& to this within forty-eight 
hours after delivery, but it may 
happen on the fourth or fifth day, 
nay, I think it ſometimes comes 
on at a much later period than 
is commonly ſuſpectedꝰ. Some have 
thought that the ſymptoms have 
come on without any preceding ri- 
gor; but it is probable that the 
miſtake aroſe from its happening 
before delivery, when it was unob- 


* The wife of Pull ixus was ſeized with a 

. rigor, followed with the ſymptoms of this fe- 

ver, on the fourteenth day after delivery. 
Huxoes. de Morb. vulg. lib. 1. 


B 4 ſerved; 
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ſerved; at leaſt I have ſeen inſtances 
of this kind +. It is generally ex- 
ceeding ſtrong; and in proportion 
to the violence and duration of 
it, our judgment of the ſucceed- 
ing diſeaſe is to be formed. Be- 
ſides the ſymptoms which occur 
in this, in common with other fe- 
vers, there is a vomiting of green 
or yellow bitter matter, a hard- 
neſs or ſwelling of the abdomen, 
equal ſometimes to the ſize it was 
before delivery, and ſuch exquiſite 
tenderneſs over the Whole hypoga/- 
ric region, that the patient can 
ſcarcely bear the ſlighteſt touch 
without complaint. Sometimes 
there is only a nauſea or loathing 
of the ſtomach, with a diſagreea- 
ble taſte in the mouth; the tender- 


+ The wife of EpIcRATES was ſeized with 
9 . vefore del very. 


Hippoes. loco citato. 


neſs 
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neſs is leſs, and not perceptible, 
without - preſſure upon the part 
immediately above the pubes. 
There is alſo great pain in the 
back and hips, An inſtantaneous 
change or ſuppreſſion of the 4 
chia takes place; commonly the 
former, though the latter may 
happen if the attack is ſevere, but 
I think it very rarely does. 
Whichſoever is the caſe, there is 
a ſenſe of throbbing pain and un- 
eaſy heat through the parts in ge- 
neral, The urine is voided often, 
with pain, and in a ſmall quantity, 
as if the inflammation, originally 
in the wzerus, had reached the 
neck of the bladder; and often a 
zeneſmus attends. The tongue is 
uſually dry, and feels hard to the 
touch, but ſometimes it is moiſt, 
and covered with a thick brown- 
iſh fur. The patient is immedi- 
| ately 
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wt ſeized with 'the ſtrongeſt 
apprehenſion of her danger, and 


labors under vaſt anxiety, her 


countenance ſhewing indubitable 
marks of the great TY both 
of body and mind 4. 


Theſe ſymptoms fraquenaly 


come on with great rapidity; 


there having been inſtances of the 
woman's dying within twenty-four 
hours from the firſt attack; nay, 
I have heard, in the very rigor; 


but this could happen only to 


very weak people. In other caſes, 
the rigor is followed only by the 
ſwelling and tenderneſs of the a4- 
domen, which is to be eſteemed 
the pathognomonic ſymptom of 
this diſeaſe; and it muſt be obſer- 
ved in general chat thaugh theſe, 


p Tissor. This very *andid and ſenſi- 
ble writer likewiſe mentions a redneſs of the 
abdomen. But I have never attended to it. 


3 and 
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and the fymptoms hereafter men- 
tioned, often” come on, in the 
manner deſcribed, yet caſes will 
arife in which there will be con- 
fiderable variation, depending up- 
on the degree of the diſeaſe, the 
conſtitution of the patient, and the 
difference of time after delivery, 
when the diſeaſe appears. 
The figns of inflammation con- 
tinue for ſome days, when thoſe 
of putridity appear. The teeth 
collect very early a brown, adhe- 
five ſordes. All kinds of food are 
nauſeated, except perhaps acids or 
cold water. A fingultus attends, 
every motion of which affects the 
abdomen. Petechie or vibices ap- 
pear, and often there are crops of 
veſicular eruptions; but the erup- 
tions at leaſt, ſeem rather the 
conſequence of the manner of 


treatment than of the diſeaſe, for 
they 
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they never afford any relief, which 
is uſually the caſe in true cryptic 
fevers. 
With reſpect to the looſeneſs 
It ſometimes comes on immedi- 
ately, at others, when the diſeaſe 
hath continued three or four days; 
but it conſtantly attends, and can- 
not be removed without the great - 
eſt danger, as well as difficulty, 
till the termination of the diſeaſe. 
The ſtools come away involuntari- 
ly towards the concluſion, and are 
always preceded by an additional 
degree of pain (unleſs in the caſe 
of a mortification); and the evacu- 
ation never fails to give momentary 
relief. The ſtools are of ſuch a 
nature as might be expected, and 
ſuch as are always found in bili- 
ous and putrid diſeaſes. 
As far as I have been able to 
obſerve, a crifis is not to be ex- 
pected 
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pected in this diſeaſe; that is, 
ſpeaking of a criſis as the turn of 
a diſeaſe, in conſequence of ſuch 
an alteration of the morbific mat- 
ter, as determines the patient for 
life or death. Thoſe who have 
recovered, have ſeemed generally 
to owe their ſafety to a happy 
ſtrength of conſtitution, able to 
withſtand the continuance of a 
long looſeneſs, by which the diſeaſe 
appeared to be gradually wore off; 
or to a ſpontaneous vomiting. I 
think the eleventh, from the firſt 
ſeizure, is moſt commonly the day 
on which the patient dies. But 
the moſt favorable change which 
I have yet ſeen, is a return of the 
lochia to their former ſtate, or a 
freſh diſcharge, with an abatement 
of the ſwelling and tenderneſs of 
the abdomen, accompanied with a 
moiſture of the ſkin; but whether 

the 
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Ge of the decreaſe af. the 


other ſymptoms, or the reverſe 
holds good, I cannot pretend to 


ſay; 5 the effeci own the 
cauſe fo 


ſpeedily that it is difficult 
to to diſtinguiſh them. 

The tenderneſs of the abdomen 
was mentioned as the pathogno- 
monic {ſymptom of this diſeaſe ; 
but as-the event depends greatly 
upon a proper diſtinction of it 
from the miliary fever, with which 


it may — HCY itis thought 
neceſſary to add a caſe of that . 


ver, and to mention the ed 


* are Common m4 to this 
and the miliary fever; but here, 
the rigor is . is of longer 
continuance, and not ſucceſſive 
the urine is very high-colored— 


the 
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the heat of the ſkin more intenſe 
the pulſe is fuller and ſtronger 
—the tongue, inſtead of bei 
covered with a white and moi 
fur, is dry and brown; or, if 
* is loaded with a browniſh 
fur ——Eruptions give no relief, 
and re increaſe this diſeaſe. 
This fever is eaſily diſtinguiſhed 


from the febrile A barbane, oc 


caſioned by the milk, if it comes 
on at the time the milk is expect- 


ed, by the ſymptoms before men- 


tioned, and by the flaccidity of 


the breaſts; ; yet the conſent be- 
tween theſe and the wterus. is fo 
intimate, and the tranſition of the 
humors from one to the other fo 
inſtantaneous, that an excuſe may 
be readily accepted for thoſe who 
have mixed diſeaſes, in ſome re- 
ſpects ſimilar, yet eſſentially dif- 
lerent. A large quantity of pale 


urine, 
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urine, at the turn of the milk fever, 
is to be eſteemed a eritical dif- 
charge; but that fever does not 
ſeem, by any means, an unavoid- 


able complaint, if mothers could 
be perſuaded to think ſuckling 


bent upon them. Some mothers 
cannot indeed ſuckle, and for ſuch 
1 would beg leave to recommend 
the takin g ſome laxative medicine, 
when the firſt attempt is made to 
repel the milk, as the only thing 
which can prevent the bad conſe- 
quences, which never fail to attend 
the interruption of this very im- 
portant ſecretion. 

After-pains are diſtinguiſhed 
from the pain of the abdomen at- 
tending this fever, by the perfect 
freedom from pain in the interval, 


which never happens in this caſe, 
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their own children a duty incum- 


though ſometimes there will be 
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exacerbations; beſides, the regu- 
larity 1 in which all other circum- 


ſtances proceed, and the abſence of 


a fever, cannot leaveadoubt about 
them. | 

Some conſtitutions are naturally 
ſubject to diſeaſes proceeding from 
a redundancy of the quantity, or 
an exaltation of the quality of the 
bile; and that the ſecretion of that 
humor is much diſturbed during 
geſtation, we need no other proof 
than the obſtinate coſtiveneſs, or 
almoſt perpetual vomiting of bill 
ous matter, with which many are 
afflicted at that time. I cannot 
omit this opportunity of mention- 
ing that the plentiful uſe of fruit, 
eſpecially ſtrawberries, when in 
ſeaſon, particularly in a morning, 
is the moſt effectual and agreeable 
method of preventing theſe incon- 
veniences. Unwholeſome diet may 


C be 


IRS 


18 ESSAY ON THE 
be a prediſpoſing cauſe of this diſ- 
eaſe, but the more immediate are 
ſudden frights, and riſing too ſoon 
after delivery. SyDENHAM aſcribes 
the ſuppreſſion of the lochia almoſt 
wholly to the latter; and ſo many 
difagreeable effects * this im- 

690). that too much care can- 
not be taken to prevent it. The 
pernicious cuſtom of uſing hot 
ſpices, in any quantity, in the food 

of women in childbed, may give 
riſe to this diſeaſe, and the neglect 
of procuring ſtools in due time af- 
ter delivery. Every accident which 
obſtruct perſpiration may have the 
ſame. conſequence, therefore great - 
wn ſhould be taken in changing 

any part of the dreſs, both before 

and after delivery. This diſeaſe, 
it muſt be acknowledged, may fol- 
low a labor under the beſt cir- 
cumſtances; but 'endeavors to di- 
late 
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late the os internum, and too haſt / 
a ſeparation of the placenta, will 
often produce it *, and binding 
the abdomen tight after delivery; 
but I do not include hard labors 
as a frequent cauſe, for it is remark- 
able that women recover very ſoon 


after them. 
* RvyscH ſuffers no opportunity of dis. 


countenancing theſe practices to eſcape him; 
but he has expreſſed himſelf in fo urgent 2 
manner in the following paſſage, that I can- 
not refrain from tranſcribing it. . 
vidi inpuerperis poſtpartum, et ſatis qui- 
dem facilem, uterum inflammatum. Diſcant 
ergo obſtetrices, uterum neutiquam fortiter 
extrinſece comprimere; diſcant cautiùs agere 
in ſecundinis extrahendis, ne abdomen, et per 
conſequens uterum, nimis comprimant. Sint 
prudentiores obſtetrices in obſtetricatione, ne 
continuè abſque neceſſitate, manus in utero 
habeant, a qua frictione non raro expertus ſum 
uteri partem inferiorem fuiſſe inflammatum. 
In ſumma, abſit omnis crudelis uteri tractatio, 
ne tale amplius occurrat malum abominan- 
n cat 

Vol. I. OZ. Lib. 10. 
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A diſeaſe in which the dange- 
rous ſymptoms come on with 
ſuch impetuoſity, and where the 
event is very often fatal, could not 
fail to alarm every man ſolicitous 


for the welfare of his patient. His 


anxiety would be increaſed by the 


want of a diſtinct hiſtory of the 


diſeaſe; and experience would con- 
vincehim that the method of cure, 
generally directed, was not to be 
depended upon. 


Great ſtreſs hath been laid u pon 


early, plentiful, and repeated bleed- 


ing, to which an objection ariſes 
from this conſideration. Too 
haſty a ſeparation of the placenta 
is allowed to be a common cauſe 


of this diſeaſe, and a loſs of blood 


much greater, than a prudent 
phyſician would venture to take 


away, an lmoſt certain conſe- 


ing 
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ing was the proper method of 


cure, would not the hemorrhage 
have prevented this fever? But in 


order to ſtate this point of prac- 


tice impartially, I cannot avoid 
inſerting the following caſe, which 
was ſent me by a gentleman of 
diſtinguiſhed abilities, who lives in 
the country, and which ſpeaks 
more powerfully in favor of bleed- 
ing, than any arguments which 
can be urged. 

I é wascalled in the middle of 
the night to go about ten miles 
to a woman whoſe placenta had 
been detained many hours after 
the birth of the child. Want of 
proper courage to withſtand ſoli- 
citation, and the diſtance from me, 
were my reaſons for undertaking 
the ſeparation. It adhered ſtrong- 
ly, but the ſeparation was made 


very gently and without any con- 
C 3 ſiderable 


x 
4 
1 


— * . = ” — 2. * 
— — ————_—_ n WF...» —_— A 
3. * 3 * 0 


> n 
12 — Su ary. 
_ -- * — 


* 


2 3 
by 5 
S 


ROBY 


. aa won 


+ 4 Seed 
— n 
r 

— 0 Aw 


2 — = 
ä — — 


4 


—— — —_ = E | 
— W—_—_ — & * A. 


1 * - 9 2 — — * 
Br 4 (hh = F 3288 5 


— RL - 
— — — = . * 


— = £5 * 
TTT... 
0 — 


— 22 — 


C * 


238 ESSAYT ON: THE 
ſiderable hemorrhage. On the 
third day ſhe was ſeized with a 
ſhivering and fever, which conti- 
nued all night, and was relieved 
the next morning by ſo large a 
diſcharge of blood from the urerus, 
that Iwas ſent for on that account. 
There was no ſwelling of the 46“ 
domen, but great tenderneſs, much 
pain in the head, conſtant thirſt, 
a little delirium, and no ftools. 
An increaſe of fever came on 
every evening, and the ſame large 
diſcharge of blood every forenoon 
for ten days. She took occaſion- 
ally teſtaceous powders with 
rhubarb, ſaline mixtures, tincture 
of roſes, infuſion of Peruvian bark, 
and fome doſes of opium. She 
at length recovered. 

Here the hemorrhage ſeems to 
have been compleatly critical, and 
did ſuch caſes often occur, there 

| could 
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could be no doubt of the propriety 
of confiding in bleeding alone. But 
after the moſt careful obſervation, 
the event has ſo often proved to 
me, that large bleedings weaken 
the ſick, without proportionably 
keſſbning the diſeaſe, that I have 
for a long time never taken away 
blood in any quantity. In very 
full, ſanguine habits of body, 
bleeding may be neceſſary, but I 
think the repetition of it ſhould 
be inſiſted u pon with your cau- 
| tion. . 

| We 


* LievTavp is the only author of hs 
country, who heſitates upon this point. 


Equidem de ſanguinis miffione multum 
controvertitur; nonnulli enim venam pluries 
tundendam eſſe arbitrantur, dum cæteri vel 
minimam ſanguinis detractionem averſantur.” 
And afterwards— © Hæc (praxis) enim docet 
phlebotomiam, haud niſi caſu urgentiori et 
ſomma cautela eſſe celebrandam, pro rerum 
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We have alſo been taught to 
* ſtrenuouſly to remove 

every obſtacle to —— regular pro- 
cedure of the lochia. But it un- 
fortunately happens that almoſt 
all the medicines, recommended 
as emmenagogues, are improper in 
every inflammatory ſtate of the 
blood; and experience proves that, 
in this caſe, all the ſymptoms are 
aggravated by their uſe. 
It may not be amiſs to obſerve 
that either a great or a little quan- 
tity of the lochia, unattended with 
other ſymptoms, is not to be look- 
ed upon as a diſeaſe, or r meddled 
with. 
In the firſt place it ſeems right 
that we mould attempt to ſhorten 


conditione. Cæterum multa de hac re lepida, 

& dilucidè tradita, proſtant apud ſcriptores, 

quæ tamen inter praxim implicatiſſima de- 
prehenduntur.“ 

Huch, Univ. Pr. Med. pag. 465. 

the 
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the rigor, by applying hot things 
to the extremities, and by giving 
plentifully warm diluents; animat- 
ed with a ſmall quantity of bran- 
dy, or ſome volatile ſpirit: but as 
the hot fit which ſucceeds, will in 
ſome meaſure be increaſed by the 

quantity and activity of the cor- 
dial uſed for this purpoſe, ſpirit- 
uous liquors, unmixed, ought not 
to be given. 

When the attack is ſevere, a 
ſpontaneous vomiting comes on, 
and what is thrown up is bilious; 
indeed the commencement of the 
diſeaſe is ſometimes not unlike a 
moderate degree of the cholera 
morbus. Can any reaſon be aſ- 
ſigned, why in this caſe we ſhould 
vary from the confirmed practice 
of aiding the operation or propen- 
ſity of nature, and not ſecond her 
endeavors ? | 


It 
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lt may be objected, that a wo- 
man lately delivered has ſuffered 
too much from her labor, to bear, 
with ſafety, a method found uſe- 
ful in other fevers, with the ſame 
indications. But apprehending 
that many have fallen ſacrifices to 
this ſuppoſition, it is neceſſary to 
obſerve, that the experience of 
very eminent men juſtifies the 
propriety of treating whatever diſ- 
orders ariſe, before or after deli- 
very, without attending minutely 
to their particular ſituation. 
It may likewiſe be conjectured, 
that the diſturbance and uneaſineſs 
of the ſtomach ought to be at- 
tributed to uterine irritation, and 
is an hyſteric ſymptom, in the lite- 
ral ſenſe of the word. To thoſe who 
are of this opinion I would be 
leave to obſerve, that if we conſider 
the matter thrown up, the relief 
given 
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given to the patient by the evacua- 
tion, and the great advantages 
thenceaccruing inthe courſe of the 
diſeaſe, it is difficult to fix upon 
circumſtances which indicate a 
greater neceſſity for it. I know 
it is an accepted rule, that the 
vomiting of porraceous matter is 
a ſymptom of the hyſteric diſeaſe, 
and then it is never thought to 
require evacuations; but to this 
it might be urged, that in the very 
caſe objected, the porraceous mat- 
ter ſeems, much more probably, 
to be the materia morbi, which 
decaſions the ſpaſms, and that the 
evacuation ought not'to be check- 
ed, while the matter diſcharged 
18 preternatural, Pale urine, which 
is eſteemed the diagnoſtic of the 
hyſteric diſeaſe, is wanting in the 
preſent caſe, not to mention the 

croud 
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croud of dangerous. ee, 
which attend. . 
But however deſective . rea- 


| ſoning may be, I am as certain 


as obſervation can make me, that 
when theſe complaints of the 


ſtomach accompany the begin- | 


of this diſeaſe, the patient 


will always fand relief from vo 


miting. 


Having often ſeen the failure, 


and been diſappointed. in the trial 
of the uſual method of treating 
this diſeaſe, I determined to give 
a medicine which hath gained 
much credit under the ſanction 
of Dr. James. The firſt caſe 
which occurred to me after this 
reſolution, was in the latter ſtage 
of the diſeaſe, when it proved in- 
effectual. I did not think this 
ſufficient, and had ſoon after an 


opportunity of giving it immedi- 


ately 


* 


* 
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ately after the rigor, and though 


the operation was ſevere, I had 
the pleaſure of finding my _ 
freed from the imminent d 

in which I before — 2 
her. Not being prejudiced with 
the opinion of any ſpecific pro- 
perty in that medicine, but ad- 
verting to the ſenſible effects of it, 
gave the following powder, 
which generally produces the ſame 


5780 ation. 


Tartar. * gr. ij. 


Ocul. lancror, prep. 2j. intime mil 
ceantur. 


of a powder thus prepared 11 give 
from two to ſix grains, and l repeat 
it, as circumſtances require. 


If the firſt doſe does not pro- 


cure any ſenſible operation, 1 


repeat it in an encreaſed quantity 
at the end of two hours, and pro- 


ceed 


een ee ; 
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ceed-in that manner; not expect- 
ing any benefit but from its ſen- 
ible operation. 

Should the diſeaſe be FR) 
but not removed (which ſome- 
times happens) by the effect of 
the firſt doſe, the fame medicine 
muſt be repeated, but in a leſ- 
ſened quantity, till all danger is 
yer. 
But if any alarming ſy mptoms 
remain, I do not heſitate one mo- 
ment to repeat the powder, in 
the ſame quantity as firſt given; 
though this ſeldom is * if 
the FA doſe operates properly. 

It 1s to be obſerved, that as the 
certainty of cure depends upon 
the proper repetition of the me- 
dicine, the method of giving it 
at ſtated hours, does not appear 


_ 
of 
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If the firſt doſe produces any 
conſiderable effect by vomiting, 
procuring ſtools or plentiful ſweat- 
ing, a repetition of the medicine, 
in a leſs quantity, will ſeldom 
fail to anſwer our expectations; . 
but great judgement is required 

in adapting the quantity firſt given 
to the ſtrength of the patient and 
other circumſtances. We are not 
to expect that a diſeaſe which, 
from the farſt formation, carries 
ſuch evident marks of danger, 
ſhouldinſtantly ceaſe, even though 
a great part of the cauſe be re- 
moved. 

If the ſickneſs or loathing at 
ſtomach attended at firſt, this me- 
dicine ſeldom fails to vomit; and 
the patient, with a countenance 
ſtrongly expreſſive of the benefit 
ſhe has received, will confirm us 
in our proceedings. Indeed I am 

1 ſo 


cr * e n 
o * 
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ſo little fearful of any bad conſe 
quences from vomiting, at a very 
early time after delivery, that I 
have thought many other deſira- 
ble purpoſes were obtained be- 


ſides that of cleanſing the ſtomach. 


This medicine ſcarce ever fails 
to procure ſtools, which are ſome- 
times of a green bla, and ſome- 
times they much reſemble yeaſt. 
Their appearance ought in ſome 
meaſure to guide us with reſpect 
to the continuance of the evacua- 
tions. By theſe the ſtomach and 
bowels are cleared of a great quan- 


tity of offenſive matter; the ſource 


of the looſeneſs and other bad 


ſymptoms i is cut off; the urine is 


voided in larger quantity; and a 


pleaſing moiſture of the ſkin, or a 


profuſe ſweat follows. The bels, 
before pale, or brown, fetid, and 
in ſmall quantity, become freſh ; 

' "> Me 


4 


* 
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the abdomen gradually ſubſides, 


and all appearances become * fa- 
vorable. 

Some can bear very ſmall quan- 
tities of the powder, without af- 
fecting their ſtomachs. To theſe 


the frequent repetition of glyſters 


of chicken water is very ſervice- 
able, by ſolliciting the diſcharge 
demande, evacuating part of the 
offending matter, and by acting as 


a fomentation. The injection of 


a glyſter may alſo precede the uſe 
of the powder, but great care 
muſt be taken in the adminiſtra- 
tion, or the patient will ſuffer in- 
tolerable pain, on account of the 


tenderneſs and inflammation of 


the os internum. 
Alternate doſes of the powder 
and of the ſaline draughts, have 


ſometimes appeared neceſlary ; 


and when all danger is over, but 
D ſome 
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ſome degree of quickneſs of the 
pulſe remains, the ſaline draughts 
repeated often, with doſes of rhu- 
barb and magneſia, or the teſta- 
ceous, when neceſſary, have done 


much ſervice. It muſt be remem- 


bered, that without ſtools we can 
do little ſeryice. 

ee ſeems to have a par- 
ticular diſlike to purging ſalts, but 
I ſuſpe& that manna is more diſ- 


e to the ſtomach, than 


any medicine of this claſs. 
At the ſame time we muſt a- 


vail ourſelves of every aſſiſtance, 


which tends to procure the im- 
mediate. eaſe of the fick. Fo- 
mentations are thought to anſwer 
this purpoſe, and after their uſe, 
embrocations with balſam. anod. 


bat. but the latter ſeems 1 impro- 


per on account of its great heat. 


Warm dil is much better. But 


Vapor- 


* 


7 


* 


PUERPERAL FE VER. 35 
vapor- bathing, being much more 
eaſily uſed, and anſwering every 
intention of chis Kind more effec- 
tually, is to be preferred. 

Plentiful dilution being abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, the patient ſhould 


be well ſupplied with proper 


drinks. The beſt, and often the 
moſt palatable, is r. 
Barley- water, tea of almoſt any 
kind, milk and water, and ſuch 
like things, may be drank at plea- 
ſure. | 
+ In the laſt ſtage of this diſ- 
eaſe, when the ſtools are very fre- 
quent, often involuntary, and all 
appearances threaten danger, the 
following method has ſometimes 


+ An eminent phyſician aſſured me, that, 
under theſe circumſtances, he had ſeen very 
good effects from the uſe of a glyſter of warm 
oil alone, given every morning and evening. 


D 2 pro- 
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produced better effects than could 
be expected. 

Let a glyſter of chicken- water 
be injected every one, two, or 
three hours, or as often as poſſible 


without fatiguing the patient too 


much, and the under mentioned 


draught taken every fix hours }. 


R Pulv. rad. Ipecac. gr. j. - 
Confect. Damocrat. Zj. 
Ag. Alexeter, ſimp. vel 
Cinnam. ſimp. Fiſs. f. hauſtus, 


If great faintneſs comes on, a 
neceſſary quantity of ſome cordial 
medicine may be given, in the in- 


terval, between the draughts, and 
frequent ſipping of chicken- water 
ſhould be urged. On the whole, 


After much trial of Ipecacoanha in ſmall 


quantities, I have had great reaſon to depend 


upon the account given of it by the learned 
and ingenious Dr. AxensIDE. In the looſe. 
neſs of young children, uſually called the wa- 
tery-gripes, it anſwers exceedingly well. 

| the 
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the food and medicines are to be 


made more or leſs aſtringent, or 


cordial, as the caſe requires, but 


the uſe of glyſters is indiſpenſable. 


When great ſickneſs has attend- 
ed at the beginning of the diſeaſe, 
and no precautions have been uſed 
to cleanſe the ſtomach of the load 
of offenſive matter, attempts to 
remove the looſeneſs will often 
fail. When the ſame ſymptom 
came on, in the continued fever 
deſcribed by the illuſtrious Sypzx- 
HAM, in the year 1661; he re- 
commended the omiſſion to be re- 
paired, by giving a vomit at any 
time of the diſeaſe, even though 
there ſhould be then no tendency 


to that evacuation, provided the 


patient was ſtrong enough to bear 
it. 


The good effects I have ſeen 
—— by ſpontaneous vomit- 
D 3 ings, 
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ings, and a perfect conviction that 
no bad conſequences ever followed, 
at leaſt, which Iwas able to yrs 
do not leave with me a doubt of 
the expediency of taking this ſtep, 
without any other exception than 
that he has mentioned. 

To conclude F rom the above 
account it appears, 

That the ſuppreſſion of the Jo- 
chia is a ſymptom of this diſeaſe— 

That the milk is only concern- 
ed in common with all the other 
ſecretions — 

That evacuations, in the man- 
ner pointed out by nature, can 
only cure it; And, 

That theſe evacuations may be 
uſed without apprehenſion of = 
ger, ſo long as they are indicated t. 

| CASE 

So ler never had an opportunity of ex- 


amining the body of any one who has died of 
this 
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June bth, 1766. I attended 
a poor woman, about nineteen 
years of age, of a delicate conſti- 
tution, who was delivered of her 
firſt child, after a ſafe and not very 
tedious laber. On the 8th, her 
milk came. On the gth, ſhe was 


this diſeaſe, but believe the following account 
of the appearances after death, agrees with 
later diſſections. 

« Puerpera, ſuppreſſis lochiis, de dolore in 
regione uteri dura et tumida querebatur, cum 
febre, cephalalgia, et tuſſi. Quarto die poſt 
partum in ſeſe concidunt mammæ, et poſtri- 
die obut. 

Uterus et ovaria phlogoſi tacta deprehen- 
duntur. Inteſtina materia quadam lactea ob- 
ducebantur. Simili ferme humore, ſcatebant 
pulmones : cum copia ſeri ſubalbicantis, tum 
in pectore, tum in abdomine.“ 

LrtuTavup. Hiſt. Anat. Med. Obſ. 1362. 

The materia ladtea, here mentioned, was 
probably what is now underſtocd to be an 
inflammatory exſudation.—See Dr. Hunter's 


account of this matter, in the Med. Obſ. and 
Enqu. vol. ii. 


D 4 in 
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in all reſpects as well as could be 


defired, but after fitting up all day, 
ſhe was in the evening ſeized with 


a ſtrong rigor, ſucceeded by a vo- 


miting, tenderneſs and ſwelling of 


the abdomen, an alteration of the 


hechia, and a very high fever. 


On the 1oth, I was called to 


ſee her, and found ſhe had paſſed 
a very reſtleſs night, and had a 
little delirium. She was very 
poor, and could with difficulty 
procure ſuch things as were neceſ- 
ſary for her. I directed a fomen- 
tation to be applied to the abdo- 
men, and four large ſpoonfuls of 
the following mixture to be taken 
every {1x hours. 
R Tart. emet. gr. ij. 
Pulv. è chel. Cancr. c. 3j. 


Syr. ſimpl. 3ſs. 
Aq. Alexeter. ſimp. 3vij. f. miſtura. 


11th, 


precordia. 
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Tith, The medicine had not 


puked her, but had occaſioned five 


ſtools. The abdomen was exceeding- 
ly tender, but leſs ſwelled. Her 
head ached much and was giddy; her 


tongue dry, her ſkin hot, her pulſe 


quick but not very full, and ſhe 


had great oppreſſion about the 


The medicine con- 


tinued. | 

12th, She had had fix motions 
downwards. The ſwelling of the 
abdomen wasmuch abated, though 
the tenderneſs remained. Her {ſkin 
was leſs hot and moiſt, and all the 
febrile ſymptoms were decreaſed, 
Continued the ſame medicine. 

13th, She had had four ſtools 
6 yeſterday. There was an evi- 
dent alteration for the better, and 
the diſcharges were freſh. Directed 


the medicine to be taken every 
eighth hour. 


14th, 
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.I4th, She was much better. 


1 = She had taken the medi- 
cine — i It had procured 


two or three ſtools daily, and her 


{kin had been conſtantly moiſt. 
No ſigns of fever remained, Except 


A ele quickneſs of the pulſe. The 


_—_— was ſtill tender. Gave a 
common ſaline draught twice 
* 

Soth, re off the uſe of medi. 
cines. STE 

28th, She was weak, ns had 
no other complaint. 


O & 6. E II. 


July iſt, 1767. 1 attended 
the wiſe of a ſoldier in the guards, 
She was about thirty years of age, 


of a very ſtrong maſculine habit 
of body. . Her labor was ſafe but 


tedious. About thirty-ſix. hours 
after 


* 8 
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after delivery, ſhe was ſeized with 


a 4 ſtrong ſhivering, followed by ſe- 


vere pains in the abdomen and 
loins. She was in a few hours 
nearly as big as before delivery; 
and had alſo a very high fever. 

zd, At one o'clock, I gave her 
five grains of the powder men- 
tioned in the Eſſay, but that not 
producing any effect, in two hours, 
I repeated it. In the ſpace of fix 
hours after the latter doſe, ſhe 
puked twice and had ſeventeen 
ſtools, which had exactly the ap- 
pearance of yeaſt. When the o- 
peration was over, the abdomen 
was almoſt wholly ſubſided, the 
tenderneſs and fever were much 
abated. Being much fatigued, I 
gave her a cordial draught with a 
tew drops of laudanum. 

4th, She got ſome quiet ſleep, 
and ſweated profuſely all night, 


but 


44 ESSAY ON THE 
but the ſwelling, tenderneſs, and 
fever were ſo much abated, that I 
did not repeat the powder, but 
directed four ſpoonfuls of a ſaline 
mixture to be taken every fix 
hours 


5th, She had two ſtools, and 

3 much better. Continued 
the ſaline mixture. 

7th, An eruption appeared, but 


there being no ſymptoms which 
threatened danger, I did not change 


the medicine. 
1 2th, I directed the decoction 


of bark to be taken twice daily. 
I8th, Left off all medicines — 
She recovered without any return 
of fever. 


G A8 E III. 


The wife of a tradeſman in 
Berwick Areet, was delivered on 
the 
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the 15th of March, 1768, Her 
labor was in every reſpect as fa- 
vorable as could be wiſhed. 
22d, She was ſeized with a 
ſhivering fit, which was ſucceed- 
ed by a vomiting of yellow bitter 
wn matter, pain and tenſion of the 
| abdomen, and very high fever. I 
did not ſee her till the 24d. 
She is naturally thin and deli- 
cate. I gave her directly four 
grains of the powder. In leſs 
than two hours it puked her fix 
times, and gave her two ſtools. 
She found herſelf much relieved, 
and the /ochia became freſh. 
24th, She got ſome reſt laſt 
night, but the fever continued, 
The abdomen was very tender 
her urine was voided often, in {mall 
| quantities, and with pain—her 
head was giddy but did not ache 
| much. Her ſkin moiſt, but very 
hot; 


— —ð. . 2 


46 ESSAY ON THE , 

hot; and ſhe was under the moſt 
dreadful apprehenſions. I did not 
mention that her milk, which 
came on the ſecond day after de- 
livery, went back immediately 
after the ſhivering. Three grains 


of the powder were directed to be 


taken every four hours. 

25th, Viſiting her early this 
morning, I found ſhe had paſſed 
a very reſtleſs night. Her fever 
continued—the tenderneſs of the 


abdomen remained, but the tenſion 


was entirely gone. She had had ſe- 
ven ſtools which were of a greeniſh 


color and very griping. Re- 


peated the powder as before. In 
the evening there was little al- 
W 
26th, She had three ſtools laſt 
night, which were bilious but not 
green, and had got ſome ſleep. 
The complaints ſhe had ſtill, were 


a 


3 


II 


1 
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giddineſs in her bead, a fluſhing : 
in vie cheeks, and ſome quickneſs 
of the pulſe. The tenderneſs of 
the abdomen allo remained. Con- 
tinued the medicine.” 
| 27th, She had paſſed a reſtleſs 
night, though not in pain, and was 
now and then faint. She had 
three ſtools of the fame quality as 
before. Repeated the powder, and 
directed ſome cordial mixture to 
be taken occaſionally. 

28th, She had four ſtools yeſter- 
day, which were always preceed- 
ed by a little griping, and got 
ſome quiet ſleep laſt night. Omit- 
ted the powder, but continued 
the cordial mixture. 

zoth, No febrile ſymptoms re- 
mained, except the quickneſsof the 
pulſe. And the tenderneſs was gone 
off. She had frequently looſe 
ſtools preceded by a little griping. 


Directed 
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Directed a cordial draught to be 


taken twice daily, with one grain 


and half of ipecacoanha in each. 


31ſt, She ſlept well all night, 


: 3 "$2: four ſtools this morning. 
She had no other complaint ex- 
cept weakneſs. Directed the cor- 


dial mixture to be taken occafion- 


ally, and left off all other medi- 


cines. 


. April 5th, She was well. 


J Nane of the miliary or erup- 


tive Fever. 


A gentlewoman near Leice/ter- 
fields, was delivered of a fine child, 
after a lingering labor, September 
21ſt, 1767. The milk came pro- 
perly, and ſhe went - on without 
any complaint, except a little 

faintneſs, 
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faintneſs, till the 24th. I left 
her well at two o'clock in the 
afternoon, and at {ix was called to 
her in a great hurry, as ſhe was 
thought to be dying. Aiter dining 
ſhe had fallen into a fleep, out of 
which ſhe waked in the greateſt 
terror. I found her in the fol- 
lowing ſituation. She had a kind 
of convulſive catching when ſhe 
breathed, great pain and oppreſ- 
ſion about the precordia, ſharp 
ſhooting pains through the abdo- 
men, hips, and almoſt through the 
whole body. Her pulſe was not 
low or very unequal ; her tongue 
was clear; and ſhe had no thirſt 
or other ſymptom of fever. She 
imagined herſelf dying. 

The preceding languor, and the 
hurry conſequent to ſleep, made 
me ſuſpect an eruption. Though 
my own a heart ached, I encourage 

E er 
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her—applied a bladder of hot 
water to the ſtomach, directed a 
draught with one dram of Confect. 
Damocratis to be taken immedi- 
ately, and that ſhe ſhould take 


ſome caudle, with a ks quan- 


tity of brandy very often: that is, 
ſhe was to be guided by the effect, 


not quantity, of what ſhe took. 


bShe thought herſelf always relieved 


by taking nouriſhment, which en- 


couraged me to purſue this me- 


thod. 


numbneſs in her hands and a 


tingling in her ſkin—there was 


ſome. appearance of an eruption 
upon her breaſt, but the ſighing 
and oppreſſion remained though 
in a leſs degree. She got very 


little reſt, nor was ſhe refreſhed 


after ſleeping. 


A dia- 


The next morning ſhe hd a 


I) 


ar 
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A diaphoretic draught was di- 
reed to be taken every four hours, 


and ſome ſpoonfuls of a cordial mix- 
ture with Conf. Alcherm. when 


languid. The bladder of hot wa- 


ter was continued to the ſtomach, 


and every care taken to promote 
the eruption, conſiſtent with al- 
lowing her the liberty of breathing 
cool air. She was very reſtleſs in 
the evening, and twelve drops of 


laudanum were added to one of 


the draughts. | 


26th, She got very little reſt, 
but the eruption was more out, 
and the' oppreſſion, and acute fly- 
ing pains were abated, Purſued 
the ſame method. 

27th, There was little altera- 
tion. Directed draughts with Con- 
fect. Card. and ſix drops of Vin. 


E 2 Antimon. 
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Antimon. in each, to be taken 
7 four hours. 

28th, She had two el laſt 
nig Int. dhe was full of the erup- 
tion, which itched much. She 
had a quiet night, and her ſpirits 


were much better. In the even- 


ing ſhe had two ſtools, which al- 
ways gave her eaſe. Theſe I im- 
puted tothe Vin. Antim. and there- 


fore omitted it, leſt they ſhould 
| interfere too much with 0 evi- 


dent intention of nature. 

29th, She had a good night, 
but was ſometimes faint. ' Con- 
tinued the ee with Conf. 
Cardiac. 


zoth, The eruption was bis- 
ning to decline. | 


Ockober zd. She had bean kept 


in bed, = very cautious to pre- 


vent the retroceſſion of the erup- 


tion, 


* 


* 
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tion, which was now almoſt gone. 


She had no complaint except 
weakneſs. 

The /chia and milk were never 
interrupted, 
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CONVULSIONS. 


O prevent the reader from 
putting too much depen- 
dence on the following Eſſay, it is 
thou ght neceſſary to inform him, 
that 8 obſervations therein men- 
tioned, were the reſult of ſtrict at- 
tendance on the caſe of Mrs. A. 
which is the only one I have ever 
had an opportunity of ſeeing. 
When convulſions ſeize a wo- 


man at the full time of pregnancy, 
almoſt all authors * whom I have 


* «RoxDERER indeed ſays, Naturæ partus, 


quoad cætera ſanus, relinqui potelt.” 
Element. Artis. Obſtetric. Aph. 697 · 


E 4 conſulted 
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conſulted, have recommended the 
uſe of every method in our power 


to haſten delivery; a ſpeedy deli- 
very being, in their opinion, the 
only chance to preſerve the life of 
the mother and child. 8 
But the moſt eminent men of 
the preſent time have been in- 
duced to prefer waiting the event of 
the natural pains, or even of the 
convulſions themſelves which ge- 
nerally act as pains. They have 
obſerved that the violent method 
propoſed, very often failed of ſuc- 
ceſs, and that women laboring un- 
der this dreadful complaint, were 
not only delivered without extra- 
ordinary aſſiſtance, but were more 
likely to recover afterwards. Be- 
fides, it was not overlooked, that 
convulſions often came on when 
things were ſo circumſtanced, that 
it was impoſſible to purſue the 
meaſures 


1 


1 
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meaſures laid down, without bring- 
ing on, certainly, as great mi 
chief, as we endeavoured to avoid. 
This diſeaſe, though not frequent, 
occurs too often, not to make the 
eſtabliſhment of this 1 improvement 
defirable. 

Convulſions have been attri- 
buted to different cauſes, chiefly, to 
too great a quantity of blood car- 
ried to the brain; and this has 
been ſuppoſed to be occaſioned by 
the obſtruction made toits deſcent 
to the inferior parts, by the preſ- 
ſure of the enlarged uterus upon 


the aorta. Was this the true rea- 


ſon, they muſt indeed very often 
happen. But they continue after 


the birth of the child, when this 


cauſe is removed: nor are women 


of ſanguine habits more ſubject to 
them than the delicate. 


Two circumſtances in the fol- 


lowing 
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lowing caſes ſeem toprovethat con- 
vulſions are owing to irritation on- 
ly, and that the irritability is moſt 
exquiſite at the Os Internum. I 
mean, the increaſe or continuance 
of the fits, by an endeavor to di- 
late that part, and a return of 
them, when the p/acenta is paſſing. 
Bleeding is well known to leſ- 
ſen in a particular manner, every 
complaint during pregnancy, ari- 
{ing from uterine irritation, and is 
therefore very properly recommen- 
ded in the preſent caſe. The ne- 
ceſſity of repeating it will depend 
upon the ſtrength of the patient, 
and the violence of the convulſive 
motions. Opium was always re- 
markable for its powerful effect in 
calming ſpaſms of every kind, and 
it ſeldom fails to abate thoſe it 
cannot cure. But as an overdoſe 
of that medicine will produce con- 
”” vulſions, 
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vulſions, the repetition of it in 


ſmall quantities, ſeems preferable 


to the method of giving and rely- 
ing on one large doſe. | 

The diſtreſsful ſolicitude of 
friends, and the importance of the 
eyent, demand ſtill more at our 


hands, if more can poſſibly be 


done. 

The phyſiology of the nerves 
ſeems to be little underſtood. 
Hence particular medicines have 
been handed down by different 
writers, as ſolely to be relied upon 
in nervous diſeaſes, which have 


had their ſucceſſive triumph and 


diſgrace. No phyſician now con- 
ceives it poſſible that a nervous 
diſeaſe ſhould have ever been 
cured by miſletoe, once eſteem- 
ed the anchor of the diſtreſſed; and 
perhaps the more ſubtiliſed me- 


dicines 
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[ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


60 "ESSAY ON 


dicines, now given, may ere lon 8 


be judged as uſeleſs. 


The nerves are thoug ht to be 
the immediate gy a of com- 
munication between the ſoul and 


body; and the preſent mode of 


practice in their diſeaſes, ſeems to 
have its riſe in the ſuppoſition of 
our being able, by making new 
impreſſions, to remove or abate 
others. But circumſcribed as the 
human underſtanding is, we ſhould 
perhaps better employ our time 


in exploring the evident cauſes of 


theſe diſeaſes, and the evident 
effects which they produce upon 
our bodies, than in reſearches, 
from which men of the moſt com- 
prehenſive genius have never yet 
been able to ſtrike one ray of 
light, which could lead to the 
knowledge or cure of a diſeaſe. 
T he 
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The obſervation of convulſions 
happening moſt commonly in the 
firſt. labor, does not perhaps give 
much e It is not a 
general rule; for ſome women have 
had them for five or ſix ſucceſſive 
labors. Nor is practice much 
improved by the remark of their 
ſupervening a labor, where the 
child has been long dead; though 
the humors, by acquiring ſome 
degree of acrimony, and by lying 
in contact with the irritable parts, 
may be more likely to cauſe them; 
yet that is not thought neceſſary 
to produce this diſeaſe. + I ob- 
ſerved, in the caſe of Mrs A. three 
days after delivery, the Pathogno- 
monic ſymptom of the fever, de- 


+ Ad ſpaſmodica, quæ ex uteri vitio pro- 
veniunt, pathemata concitanda non opus 
ſemper erit, ut materia corrupta & viriata, 
utero inhærens, proxime & Immediate id 
efficiat. 


HorrM. The. Parbolg de Mal. Hytertc. 
{cribed 
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{cribed in the preceding Eſſay, and 
the locbia had the fame appear- 
ance. There is reaſon to think 
this is generally the caſe, and I 
am of opinion that the uterus, 
though naturally very irritable, is 
not ſo exquiſitely irritable as to 
cauſe convulſions, without ſome 
degree of inflammation. 
Women and children are mach 
more liable to convulſions than 
men. Thoſe incident to child- 
ren are generally ſuppoſed to ariſe 
from ſome cauſe in the bowels. 
Without attending particularly to 
appearances, I believe, the ge- 
neral practice is to apply ourſelves 
to the removal of the cauſe, and, 
in purſuing this method, we are 
ſeldom diſappointed in our expec- 
tations of curing the convulſion. In 
the fever deſcribed in the preceding 
Eſſay, the cure can only be ob- 
taine d 
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tained by evacuations. Are not 
theſe ſufficient reaſons for trying 
what effects they would have in the 
diſeaſe now under conſideration? 

It may be objected, that medi- 
eines of this claſs cannot operate 
ſo ſpeedily as the diſeaſe requires. 
This is unhappily ſometimes the 
caſe, but we can never tell this 
without trial; for I remember 
well, in the only caſe 1 ever ſaw, 


that ſeveral Gentlemen preſent | 


apprehended every returning con- 
vulſion would cloſe the diſmal 
ſcene; yet the poor woman was 
not only delivered, but lived fix 
days after. If the internal uſe of 
laxative medicines or the Antimo- 
nial powder be thought improper, 
glyſters can in no light be eſteemed 


ſo. Theſe may therefore be re- 


peated very often without fear of 
danger. 


Hieeo- 
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HiprockAr Es obſerves that con- 


vulſions are cauſed by inflamma- 
tion or great heat in the bowels; 


and perhaps from the ſame opinion, 


HorrMAN + tried the effect of 
large quantities of cold water, from 
the uſe of which his patients re- 
ceived great benefit. 


The French phyſicians have 


found warm bathing, very ſervice- 


able in hyſteric diſeaſes. The trial 


of the warm bath would in this 
caſe be very inconvenient, but as 


the ſame, or a better effedt may 


be produced, almoſt inſtantly, by 


the vapor bath, without any kind 


F Inter ſimpliciſſima, ac diztetica, quæ 
morbis convulſivis incredibilem ferre ſolent 
opem, remedia, præſtantiſſimum eſt aqua 
ſimplex, naturali frigidate largius hauſta; 
qua ſola atrociſſimas convulſiones profligatas 


vidi. 


Horruas, vol. 1. pag. 27. 


* Poome,— Des Affect. Vapor. 
of 
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of trouble, we need not heſi- 
tate to try it. The ſteam may 
be carried in large quantities to 
the abdomen and furrounding parts, 
or, if thought requiſite, to the part 
we ſuppoſe principally affected. 

It is remarkable that this diſeaſe 
ſeldom or never occurs but in 
towns and places where people 
live luxuriouſſy. The peculiar de- 
licacy of Britiſh ladies, joined with 
the cuſtom of meeting in mixed 
companies of both ſexes, may lead 
them not only into inconvenien- 
cies, but produce real diſeaſes. 
Hence it appears neceſſary for a 
woman with child, eſpecially in the 
latter months is, pregnancy, to 
ſtudy to avoid a hurrying, irregular 
way of life, and every ſituation 
where ſhe is under reſtraint. 
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February 22d, 1766. I was 
called to Mrs 4. who, after com- 
plaining lightly of pain and gid- 
dineſs in her head, was ſeized with 
ſtrong corals, which return- 
ed every tenor twelve minutes. In 
the interval ſhe fell into a profound 
lleep. She was a very little wo- 
man, much deformed, at the full 
time of parturition, N had been 
bled twice in the preceding month 
for a bad cough. No ſigns of 
labor preceded the fits, which re- 
ſembled the epilepſy in the violent 
action of the muſcles, working of 
the lower jaw, and the foaming at 
the mouth. The firſt attack was 
about- twelve o'clock. Twelve 
ounces of blood were taken away, 


and 


10 


al 


J 
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and ſoon after a large doſe of 


laudanum was given. From the 


ſtate of the os internum, I perceiv- 


ed not the leaſt ſign of approach- 


ing labor. The convulſions were 


equal in point of ſtrength, but 
more frequent in their returns at 
ſeven in the evening. Bleeding 
and the opiate were repeated. 

At eleven, the os internum was 
thinner but not all opened. At 
one o'clock, ſhe ſhowed evident 
marks of being in pain, and the 
os internum was dilated to the ſize 
of a ſhilling and very thin. At 
three, the dilatation was much 
increaſed, and the head of the fætus 
began to deſcend into the pelvis. 

At four, the os internum was fully 
open, and the head advanced very 
faſt. There was no collection of 
water. The external parts were 
much relaxed. The convulſions 


F 2 returned 
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returned very quick, and acted as 
pains. At five o'clock, the head 
lay upon the perinæum, and I wait⸗ 
ed half an hour in expectation of 
the delivery being finiſhed; when 
apprehending ſhe would die every 
inftant, Tapplied the forceps, and 
delivered her with the greateſt 
eaſe and. without her knowledge. 
The child had been dead about 
two hours. 
The longeſt interval between 
the fits was after the laſt bleeding. 
When the os internum began 
to dilate, I gently aſſiſted during 
every fit; but being convinced that 
this endeavor brought on, conti- 
nued, or increaſed the convulſions, 
I defaſted, and left the work to na- 
ture. ; 
In the interval between the fits, 
there was neither that kind of look 
in {the cheeks, or that particular 
F pulſe 
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pulſe which indicates an extrava- 


lation of blood in the brain. 


She lay about twenty minutes 


aſter delivery in the ſame inſenſi- 
ble ſtate, when ſhe fell into a 


ſtrong convulſion. I found the 


placenta ſeparated, and it was 
brought away without violence. 
A moderate diſcharge followed. 
The opiate was repeated, and ten 
grains of muſk directed to be given 
every hour for ſix times. She 
had four ſtrong fits within three 
hours after delivery, which pro- 
bably were occaſioned by the ex- 
pulſion of the diſcharges. In the 
evening ſhe lay as if in a profound 
ſleep, except when urged to take 
ſome nouriſhment, immediately 


after which ſhe fell into the ſame 
ſtate. 


24th, She. ſhewed ſome figns 
of being ſenſible, but could not 


ſpeak. 
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ſpeak. The lochia were fœtid, 
ſerous, and in ſmall quantity. 
25th, She had lain quiet all 
r. * continued to doze great 
part of the day, but in the even- 
ing ſhe grew reſtleſs. The hy- 
pogaſtric region was puffed 
up, and the lochia were in very 
ſmall quantity. An opiate was 
given. 
26th, She had intervals of :wſt 
and uneaſineſs all night, with 
catchings of the Vase and ſtrong 
ions of the hands and legs. 
The abdomen was very much ſwell- 
ed, and the /ochia as before. She 
bad never ſpoke, but now ſhewed 
marks of being in great pain 
The abdomen was well fomented, 
and then embrocated with Ano- 
dyne Balſam. A draught with 
Conſect. Damocr. was given every 
four hours. Cataplaſms were ap- 
18 plied 
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plied to the feet, and glyſters in- 


jected. In the evening the was 
more compoſed. 


27th, I found her quite deliri- 


| ous, catching at, and repeating any 
words ſpoken by the people about 
her. Her eyes were remarkably 
bright and ſtaring—her pulſe was 


low and fluttering. She took her 


nouriſhment with great avidity. 
The abdomen was ſubſided, and 
ſhe did not ſeem in pain. 

She continued in this manner 
till morning, when the convul- 


ſions returned, in one of which ſhe 
died, 


I was favored with the fi ollowing 
| caſe, which happened at a lying- 
in hoſpital in town, by a gentle- 
man who attended, 
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= A woman nineteen years of Wy? 
1 age, of a plethoric, ſtrong habit of | | 
1 body, went to the full time of | 
rition, without _ particu ns- 
lar complaint. 
Doecember 1 3th, 1765. She was 
ſeized with pain and giddineſs in 
her head, which continued till four 
o' clock in the afternoon, when 
ſhe fell into a ſtrong convulſion, 
which laſted near an hour. At ſeven | 
o'clock I ſaw her; and from this 4 
time to her delivery, the convulſions | 
returned every twelve or fifteen 
minutes, She ſtruggled very much 
in them, and is at the mouth, 
Each fit continued about two 
minutes. She ſighed very much, 
and ſeemed genfible during the in- 
terval, N 
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pad. but could not ſpeak. She 
coold. ſwallow any. thin liquid 
which was given her. 

She was bled largely, and took 
thirty drops of Tinct. Thebaie; 
At eight 'o'clock the membranes 
broke, The os tincæ was dilated 
to the ſize of a ſhilling, but felt 
very rigid. At twelve the head 
was beginning to deſcend into the 
pelvis—the opiate was repeated 
in a leſs quantity, At one the 
dilatation was equal to a _crown- 
piece, The head was locked in 
the pelvis. At four the dilatation 
was compleat and the head ſo low 
that it was thought proper to ap- 
ply the forceps. She was vi 
vered of a dead child, with grea 
eaſe and without her . 
The convulſions returned as 
before, till the placenta came away, 


G when 
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when they left her. She fell into 
a ſound Ale ſoon after, and in 
about twenty- four hours recovered 
her ſpeech, and could recollect her 
falling into the firſt fit. | 
She continued in a better way 
than could have been expected, till 
the morning of the third day after 
delivery, when ſhe had a very 
ſtrong fever, with ſwelling and 
tenderneſs of the hypogaſtric 


region, and died in the evening of 


the fiſth day. 
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